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'Creating national art: the soil in which Handel planted English oratorio’

Handel introduced oratorio to Britain, but the ground for its creation
and its popularity was already prepared. The words he set to music
were provided to him by English writers steeped in British culture, who
often also suggested the subjects of the oratorios. In retrospect, we see
that Handel’s oratorios responded to the voices in British religion,
literature, public entertainment and political commentary which were
calling for a means of asserting national identity, fostering patriotism,
strengthening faith, and improving art. Writing for the elite audiences of
his time, Handel created a form of unacted music drama which became a
defining national genre.
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Ruth Smith graduated with a first-class degree in English from
Cambridge University. Her publications include her monograph
Handel's Oratorios and Eighteenth-Century Thought (Cambridge
University Press, 1995), which was awarded a British Academy prize
and a Cambridge University PhD; over 20 entries in the Cambridge
Handel Encyclopedia; contributions to the Oxford Dictionary of
National Biography; an illustrated biography.of Charles Jennens; and
numerous articles in academic journals. She is a Council member and
trustee of the Handel Institute (London).
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